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“Bang-L6” Township and Its Discontents:

A Retrospective and Critical Analysis of Luodong
Township’s Spatial Development History

Pin-Jia Chen*

Abstract

Using Luodong Township in Yilan as a case study, this article posits
the concept of a “Bang-L6 Township,’

9

exploring how localities pursue
sustained development under highly restrictive administrative boundaries.
This paper asks: Under a development model dominated by accumulation
logic, how has Luodong Township been shaped as a regional node? How
do local political groups with mastery over planning discourse and resource
allocation envision development? The research method combines archival
document analysis and life history writing to reconstruct the historical
context of Luodong’s spatial development. The findings reveal: First,
Luodong’s development trajectory has been profoundly influenced by
colonial-era resource extraction and spatial planning, forming a townscape
centered on infrastructure and the circulation of natural resources. Second,
facing spatial saturation and regulatory constraints, local political groups,
unable to formally break through administrative boundaries, have attempted
to loosen institutional frameworks through development discourse and
policy language, repurposing existing land resources and extending
developmental imaginaries. This reflects doubts and dissatisfaction with
developmental logic, highlighting latent conflicts and exclusions in spatial
governance processes. Overall, Luodong Township’s spatial development

* PhD candidate, Institute of Building and Planning, National Taiwan University.
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serves as a practical site for developmentalist governance logic, filled with
negotiations, struggles, and reconfigurations of future imaginaries.

Keywords: Developmentalism, Spatial Politics, Human-Nature Relations,
The Yilan Experience
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