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Curating as Religious Ethical Practice:
On 2020 Taiwan Biennial Subzoology

Feng-Yi Chu*

Abstract

This article uses a critical curatorial analysis method to analyze the
2020 Taiwan Art Biennale “Subzoology” curated by Taiwanese artist Yao
Jui-Chung. The author focuses on its curator’s note, exhibition activities
and exhibition object design (such as visual design, exhibition catalog,
etc.), to discuss its curatorial method as well as the significance of the
times it reflects. This article demonstrates that the exhibition “Subzoology”,
while dealing with the issues of anthropocentrism and current ecological
crisis, focused on the problem of individual greed and selfish desires. The
exhibition referred to the ethical framework of Buddhism and Confucianism,
and proposed ethical actions such as self-denying introspection and
abstinence as solutions. The curator Yao Jui-Chung straightforwardly
designed the exhibition to be an ethical practice, and by doing so not only
practiced the ethical spirit of Buddhism and Confucianism, but also
responded to the problem of Eurocentrism that have long been entangled
in Asian contemporary art.

Keywords: Critical Curating, Taiwan Biennial, Ecology, Buddhism,
Modernity

* DPhil in Oriental Studies, University of Oxford; worked as Programme Convenor for
Taiwan Studies Programme, St Anthony’s College, University of Oxford, and as Postdoctoral
Researcher in the Institute of Sociology, Academia Sinica.
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