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Discussion on the Factors  
Affecting University Students’ 
Participation in Student Union: 

Student Union in National Taipei University 

Ji-Zhong Zhang,* Chieh-Ju Kuo,**  
Chung-Hsien Hsieh,*** Teng-Wei Wang,****  
Shan-Ling Huang***** & Jia-Wei Liu****** 

Abstract 

Student unions strive for student rights, serve as a bridge between 
students and school administration, and supervise school operations on 
behalf of students. However, in recent years, the proportion of students 
participating in student has greatly decreased, resulting in the inability of 
student unions to operate effectively. Students demonstrate a lack of 
concern about issues related to student rights. In light of this situation, this 
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study explores the factors that influence students’ participation in student 
unions. 

In a case study of National Taipei University Student Union, the 
authors divide the factors affecting students’ participation in student 
unions into attitude factors and background factors, and conduct stratified 
sampling according the proportion of the student body in each department 
of National Taipei University. Data analysis is conducted through 
statistical models. The study finds that students’ perceptions of student 
leaders, identification with student unions, department, and grade-level 
were the most significant factors. 

The study suggests that sustainable development of student unions 
requires enhancing students’ willingness to participate by augmenting 
their capacity to understand the student union’s role and significance 
rather than by attempting to attract them with the prospect of elite 
leadership or by oversimplifying the value of student unions. 

Keywords: Student Union, Student Participation, Political Socialization, 
University Autonomy 
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