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“Checks and Balances” or Conflict? 
A Study on the Operation of Refugee Policy 

During the Cohabitation in Romania,  
Slovenia and Bulgaria 

Chun-Hao Chang* & Yi-Jhan Li** 

Abstract 

For a long time, cohabitation, with its normative and practical aspects 
both emphasized, has been highly regarded in semi-presidential study due 
to its academic as well as political significance. Though cohabitation is 
not an obligatory political outcome in semi-presidential nations, in view of 
the cabinet system in semi-presidential constitutions and the three 
cohabitation examples in France, many researchers show high interest in 
the influence and the necessity of cohabitation. This paper assesses 
whether prime minister should cooperate with president in the period of 
cohabitation. We develop a refugee policy analysis to explain the dynamic 
of cohabitation in Slovenia, Romania and Bulgaria. These countries have 
serious refugee problems, moreover, the pressure between European 
Union and domestic politics also interrupt the relationship between 
president, prime minister and parliament. Through comparative research 
and data of public opinion survey, we analyze president and prime 
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minister’s reaction to refugees, and argues that conflicts do not necessarily 
lead to negative outcome. Cohabitation may a critical approach to deal 
with this kind of highly controversial problems. 

Keywords: Refugee Policy, Semi-presidential System, Cohabitation, Checks 
and Balances, European Integration 
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