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In the process of European integration since the World War II, the European social
policy has always been residing in the shadow of economic integration. This article
seeks to explain the unsatisfactory situation of the European social policy with the
factors of competitive ideas of European Social Model as well as constraints of
European political institutions. Since the 1990’s, the European Union has attempted to
spurt further progress in social policy by means of the soft governance mode, “open
method of coordination” (OMC), which emphasizes the importance of joint
participation and policy learning, thereby enabling the EU to step into policy areas
which had been intangible before. With the example of the European Employment
Strategy in which the OMC has been operating since 1997, this article illustrates how
this new mode of governance works and examines its contribution to the EU
employment policy. The author argues that, given the limits of current ideas and
institutions, the OMC does offer new impetus for the European social policy, though
its actual success depends on further improvement. Bearing this context in mind, this

article assesses future prospect of the European social policy.
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