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The Leviathan That Nationalism Longed for:
The Chinese Background of Taiwan’s Technocracy

Kuo-Hui Chang*

Abstract

This article investigates Taiwan’s technocracy from the 1960s to
1980s in terms of its technological and social history by utilizing the
perspectives of science and technology studies. Unlike previous studies
that focused on its institutional history after World War Two, this article
argues that the close relationship among science, technology and society
in China since the late Qing was the critical context for Taiwan’s
technocracy to build on and develop from. It was intensive Chinese
nationalism that shaped the context, one feature of which was the national
intention to protect China from the foreign forces of the West and Japan.
For many Chinese people during the early twentieth century, especially in
the 1930s, one of the important strategies to practice their nationalism was
to urge their government to produce technologists and engineers and
encourage them to become their technocrats. Taiwan’s technocracy thus
seemed like the Leviathan that Chinese nationalism had sought for almost
a century. However, due to some social, political and international factors,
the Chinese technocrats had few chances to attain those core political
positions in the government until the late 1960s in Taiwan.

Keywords: technocracy, science and technology studies, nationalism,
Chinese context, national development
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