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Abstract

While most of the Taiwanese people and their government confronted a
serious social and political transformation from authoritative to democratic
politics in the early 1990s, some of their official engineers were also thinking of
how to respond to and participate in it in terms of their professional identity.
This essay investigates the different engineering policies and knowledge the
Taiwanese official engineers practiced before and after the state transformation.
By taking the Taiwan High Speed Rail (THSR) project as an example, this
essay argues why the official engineers changed their ethical priorities among
several different engineering values and explores what strategies they adopted
during the transformation. Among loyalty, safety, simplicity and technical
perfection etc., the Taiwanese official engineers chose to place inclusiveness as
their highest priority value in order to earn themselves equal and independent
control from the engineers of advanced countries while conducting technology
transfers. They devoted most of their efforts on the THSR’s civil engineering
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design, by which all potential high speed rail technology exporters could be
included in the THSR project with an equal opportunity. The Taiwanese
official engineers thus could prevent the project from technological domination

by countries such as Japan, France and Germany.
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